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8 Shall now, ag your defire, 


reable to 
conſider ſome circumſtances relating to 
the treatment of the more malignant ſpecies. 


of the venereal diſeaſe : and having here 
no occaſion to enter into diſpute about the 


Is Es * 


11 
ee eee by examining 
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. former of theſe authors ſometimes 
confounds the ſymptoms of the pox with 

thoſe of the gonorrhcea, which makes it 

 irapraQticable to treat the ſubject with 
propriety in the order he has placed it: 
I ſhall therefore conſider fome few par- 
ticulars mention'd by him, without re- 
garding exactly the method in which he 
has ranged ang related them; and, to 
reduce the ſubject into as ſhort a compaſs 
as poſſible, I will occaſionally ſpeak of 
| ee under the ne n an urner. 


5 T nal bein ed Wk | 
of almoſt all poxes, the chancre. In the 


cure of this Dr. Turner recommends for 
external uſe, ſome of the ſtrongeſt pre- 
parations of mercury, cauſtic remedies, 
or a fumigation with cinnabar.. If the 
| os: firſt are 8 neceſſary they 


1 may probably bring on ſuch i infla 
and ſuch. a fluxion of humours on the 


: a they r may 221 12 give A great deal of a 
unneceſſary pain, but in ſome conſtitutions | 


as will much overbalance the 


benefit that can ariſe from their ule, The 
pure quickfilver divided in its particles 


with lard is as good an application as any; 


— r ſhould the efficacy of externals ever 


rely'd upon in real chancrous ſores 
5 as to leffen in the leaſt degree our at- 
tention to the internal remedies, Sp 
ti n wih cinnabar i is nighly 
extolled by Dr. Turner, but, 1 imagine, 


with partiality or from a miſapprehenſion 
of its effects. This method has been try d 


in our hoſpitals with great diligence and 
care, and fo little good has ariſen from the 


few caſes it may give a light check to or | 
_ pofiibly occaſiona temporary dilappeatance 
ere] 2 B Ss 


nmations 


nts, that it retains but a very 
ſinall degree of its former credit. In a 
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of has ſymptoms, - but without at all ad- 


vancing an eftabliſh'd cure. 


bruce s * account of: externals is not ; 
mich different from Twrner's, except that 
he:makes no mention under this article of 


the fumigations, tho'' in another * + 
he diſapproves their uſe 1 in general. | 


| The e commanded by Ti urner, 
are, as in the gonorrhaa, the ſtrong mer- 


curial purges and vomits. But whatever 
pretence there may be for giving theſe 
in the cure of a gonorrhea, where 
ſome evacuations are allow'd to be 


proper, it is certainly doing a violence to 
the conſtitution which cannot be neceſſary 
in the preſent caſe. What is the deſign 
here of giving mercury? ? It is to introduce g 
| It into the blood, that it may paſs in the 


courſe of the circulation to the diſeaſed 


parts, and deſtroy the venereal poiſon? 
If the body is ſo open as to prevent 


the patient $ being much heated by 


<< 


. 358. v. 2 +P. 207. 


this 


Mp1 


this very active medicine, "tis generally 
ſufficient ; and this effect, if not produced 
by the mercury, "which it frequently =. 
may be occaſionally precured bythe uſe of 
ſome of the mild and cooling purges. 
Whereas in the other method, inſtead of 
admitting the mercurial particles into the 
. courſe of the circulation, and mixing 

them with the general maſs to deſtroy 
the venereal poiſon, you convey this 
ſpecific into the body together with a 
purge to carry it out again; preventing 
thus the very purpoſe intended, by con- 

fining | in a great meafure the action of the 
medicine to the ftomach and bowels. By 
this means you render the uſe of the mer- 
cury extreamly uncertain, if not abſolutely 
ineffectual, at the ſame time that the 


patient ſuffers an unneceſſary and ſevere 
courſe of purging, which diſorders and 
enervates him for the-preſent, and per- 
haps fixes a weakneſs on his conſtitution 
more difficultto get rid of than the original 
diſcaſe, What 1 have obſerved here of 


B 3 . 


1 6 | 
| the cure of chaneres, pr to the . 
thod recommended by Turner when. he 
hopes to effect it without a falivation, for 
both he and Aftruc agree. in recommend 
ing a ſalivation when the caſe proves obe 


ſtinate, or is attended wich her venereal 
diſorders, . 


1 N Mrs Furs \ 
„ . # 


T 0 next Gimprom: 40 be ps ds is 
the bubo or ſwelling i in "the grain, which 
often appears in a confirm 'd pox, but is, 
J believe, more frequently the immediate 
conſequence of a chancre ; being generally 
attended with thoſe kind of ulcers,. or 
happening ſoon after they have been bew. 
; tho: PRE cured. | 
"There are two ways wo both by 
Turner and Aftruc for the cure of the 
bubo, viz. by diſperſion. or ſuppuration. 
In the firſt, mercurials are to be given in 
ſuch a manner as not to ſalivate, unleſs 
the bubo be attended with ſymptoms of 
8 confirm'd pox, and then a ſalivation is 


to 


| 1%} 
47 to be enter d upon mme An che 
other method, when the tumour is ſup- 

purated the matter is to be diſcharged, the 
and mercurials are to be then adminifter'd 

— in the 3 as * men- 

; tion'd. 22 38 | > 


. 


* 111i 


Turner, as uſual, has recoutſe to his ſtrong 
ther prefers the pteparations of mercuty 
which have no remarkable purging qua- 
lity, or elſe uſes tlie mercurial ointment 
and gives the milder purges. But 
however preferable the remedies or 
directions of A/iruc may be to thoſe of 
Turner, he is certainly not to be juſtified - 
in the diſcouragement which he gives to 
the ſuppuration of almoſt every ſwelling 
ofthis kind ʒit being equally fate, according 
to his account, to ſuppreſs thefe critical 
determinations of nature, unleſs the matu- 
5 B 4 om 


2 - 
K £ 9 


P, 330. 


— — —— — 


— 


— * — — — - - — 
— 


iy 


— — — 
— — — 


— — — — 


. tb tins. ee ae 


— —— . —— —äw FB 
7 - 


—— I I In TI 
—— — —̃ —-— ͤ — — 
- 


* 


Ferre we matter is e dons, 
will we daily ſee diſſolve in the courſe of 
A ſalivation; but from che ſame Xperience 


by no means be ſo well warranted,” when 
the {ſwelling is conſiderable, and the tu-— 
mour is made to ſubſide by an alternate 
courſe of mercury and purging. - Afruc * 
tells you indeed, there is no danger that 


blood, ſhould produce bars for o' th 


This however not 
as we find that the 


7 


tinued courſe of 


on, nor has any other uſe, but as it 
may either prevent or moderate certain ii 


0 3 6 A | 
* rs ee, " "'F © 5 «” 6 #2 6 34 YH WS We N 1 „ 
7 4 N 5 a * Y . * * 7 * 7 1 7 2 ui ; * 5 J 
4 122 * ö nt 14 18 89 46 $$, 2-964 1 of ha FY 
a \ 4 | 
1 + 4 4 L + | 
: i > 


— — — — — — 


— —— 


— 


— OO — 
ͤꝗ—jM]Umͤ—w—ꝛ———— — — — — 2 — by 
* — ä—öäʒä — ͥ́ — —— — 


+ 2 . 
#4 = 
£ 4+. 


_ 
———— — — 
*. 


| cleared from ſome dif 


lh rel 22 11 % Phd wee och Det eral t: 
Swellings i in the groin whips 

venereal caſes, if they are conſiderably : 
large, ate undoubtedly efforts of natut 
eee the conftitu- 


was 


of cha body, — i 


men —— 8 


e 


mit u diſcharge; the blood is — 2 


or hy an- 3 * of large evacua- 


tions it is deſtroyed, fatal ſymptoms ſome- 


times enſue, or 2 chronical Illneſs is fixed 
ae r that in ith: Gr 


conſiderable, r oy / 


rate and are treated with con 


* I ® th 
— 5 + 
„ b : A 


| ance ? or what i is much worle, how. fee 
quently, by the venereal poiſon being thus 


161 
how favourably do they + termi- 
nate? On the other hand, when they 


are become ; confiderabl, e, and are not-ſuf 
ſered to maturate nor are diſſolved by 


7 n LF 8 


4 W244 te. F 


A alivation,. but the cute is. attempted 
by. the alternate uſe, of Mercury and 
purging, how. often do. theſe tumours 
either return after- a Mort diſappear 


pear; 


abſorb'd. into the circulation, does the in- 
fection ſhow. itſelf in ſome other * 
toms of much worle Ren. 3 
ie hardly. . to q "take, * 
* warts or excreſcences appearing 
about the glans, as. they: DP. little par- | 
tment. 281 


R SS 2 


ſhall only, obſerve. hes theſe appea 


ances. may, ſubölt where ho. yeoereal | 
_ taint remains, they are ſometimes 
ceſſorily * RE. eee 
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The Mien s and ail in re. 
84 to their internal treatment, depend 
1⁰ much upon what has been already faid, 
and” are” ſo well confidered' by thoſe 
. who ſpeak of them as operations, "that 1 
ſhall not offer to trouble you on theſe par 

ticulars, but ſhall paſs to the laſt reſource 


for moſt of the bad venereal complaints, | 
a falivation:” AKA 5 * ; . 44 * "FE I 


ſe Als Cho et nene . Go IS 

2 "wo find gives an account of the 
| wank of falivating by internal means, as 
well as externally by the uſe of the mer- 
cutial ointment. The first of theſe he 
Himſelf diſapproves, and that way of rail- 
ing a regular ſalivation is now, you are 
ſenfible, almoſt intirely laid aſide. In- 
deed the mercury given internally will in 
ſome few inſtances ſerve to quicken the 
effects of the other, but in general, the 
2 En * ; when given in conſider- 
tities, to paſs bum ans 4 


| blood is _— way. Toa 5 — 

mercurial particles, ar are ſufficient reaſons © 
to determine which ee in moſt 
caſes to. be | e 


83 2 Tur urner 3 eee to 
give rules concerning the method of ſali- 
vating by unction, and the means of re- 
lieving the ſymptoms which may happen 
in the courſe. In this account he has 
been pretty circumſtantial, and many. of 
his directions may be uſeful to ſuch as are 
e in theſe r oP Ae 
It may — l too trifliog to 9 
notice of the manner of dreſſing a patient 
under theſe circumſtances, by wrapping 
his, whole body up in flannels ; a method 
ſtill very much in uſe; nor is the con- 
finement of the patient to his; bed and in 
a hot room ſo frequently, dif ens d wi 


+ . 
> K 


u de Gon böth e Ua ot N is 
without conſiderable inconvenience, eſpe⸗ 

cally in cold weather, "and ome. few 
may poſſibly be benefited by an extra- 


 ordinaty perſpiration, as that ſecretion 
ought in all to be free and open; ; but ſuch 


a load of flannel covering in every caſe | 
and on every perſon alike, does not ap- 
pear to be well calculated for general 
_—_— So very great a difference in 

oathing from what is common, and 
the confinement in a hot room and per- 
haps in bed, muſt neceſſarily weaken the 
patient; and by heating the body muſt 
oftentimes aggravate the painful and in- 
flammatory ſymptoms. The doctor ſeems 
eme to obſerve too little difference i in 
the degree of his ſalivations, having f in 
every caſe that requires a ſalivation at all, 
very little dependence upon any but what 
we ſhould call a profuſe ſpitting, In many 
inſtances it is right to carry that point = 
2 as we as poſſible ; but as the ma- 


lignity | 


1 i 
guy the ane "is Uierocit in e- 
perſons than in others, men of experience 
and reflection muſt often” find it unne- 
ceſſary to puſh things to ſuch extremity, 
and will avoid ſuch a force on the co 
ſtitution when it can be faſeby omitted. 
ow: this bead you will *cotifult 
9 doch of che mike and the'more 
ſevere way of  raifing 
von will likewiſe moet with "ingenious 

explications of ſome of the eſſects of 
mercury, ab well as uſeful directions in 
>nduQting theſe different courſes;- One 
cannot” however recommend the Keil 
deg repard 
bead * to the ſtate of the 
conſtitution, direct ſome gentle &vacua- 
tions previous to the uſe of the mercury. 
As ON 8 tet "cool the body 


wer 


12861 
de vil be likely means to moderats 
r a | may-enfue, 
er, e Cula WI eee 
and ſoſten the ſkin by the warm: bath 
will alſo be proper, in order 1 the more 
when the ointment Abd upon it; and 
in ſome few inſtances it may bb thought 
expedient to repeat the uſe of the bath: 
but you will find in Aſtruc that the work 
it, and an hour or more ; each time: che 
number of theſe bathings to be 
to twenty. He is likewiſe to take draughts 
or medicated broths every morning, then. 
bleed and purge again; and in bilious 
habits bathe once or twice more to allay 
che heat which this ſecond purging may 
have occaſioned: and all this is not done 


upon h. pretence, as ſome make it. of. 
n Ro diſ- 


191 _ 

g th mercury to paſs aftery | 
by the ſkin, but is the uſual 2 2 
when you intend, 0 b plentiful Galivation. vo 


%y 
7 


80 6 ont in n cafes 13 other FPG 


are ; complicated with the pox, you are 
firſt to attempt the cure of theſe, and then 
| begin the preparatory courſe for the other. 
To give 2 an inſtance or two. If the patient | 
is ſobſeck t to an epilepſy, he adviſes a courſe 
of medicines for this complaint, recom- 
mending amongſt other things ſome pow. 
der made of the ſkull of a man that has 


ſuffer d a violent death, . 3 


4 ds * | : 85 # 


. 


1. apes | patient has the ſrurvy, 0 or is s in- 
cligable to, it, he would, have him take 


* 


ptiſans, — with the antiſcorbutic roots 


£&& "II& 4 


or herbs,, together with boluſes compoſed. 
of _ medicines adapted to the ſame inten- 
tion; alſo chalybeate \ water, and a de- 
| coftion. of guaiacurn, Ge. When the 5 
patient has perſiſted in this method a = 
month ortwo, and the ſcorbutic ſymptoms 1 


; Fog 2 
. # 


2 
* * 
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x: CEE the Wer and fro may add, 


5 18 1 5 | 
are mppbs d to 4 leſſen'd, he is thing. 18 
80 thro! the common prepatatory courſe 
for a falivation. But what is to become 
all this time of the pocky complaints? I 
am afraid that While you have been tri- 
fling about the others, the venereal 
{ymptoms have been increaſing, and are 
become more confirm'd and malig nant. 


| Yet theſe preparatory eircumſtances are 
That Afruc would never have omitted, 


except in one or two inſtances chat he 


mentions, and which very en bappen. 


The caution this celebrated autbor * 
immediately ſubjoins to theſe numerous 
directions may, 1 imagine, make moſt of 


them unneceſſary, that is, to uſe the 
mercury ſparingly, employing it in Gall | 


doſes and at due diſtances of time. This, 
5s he himſelf obſerves, will probably pre- 
vent ſudden and violent agitations in the 
blood Which might happen from too free 


it 
P. 463. 


Y 9 
it is highly probable that not only the 
venereal ſymptoms. will be hereby effec- 
tually relieved, but if you find no amend- 
ment of the other complaints you will at 
leaſt met with no confidetable interrup- 
tlon from them to your principal inten- 
tion, „ the cradicating the venereal N 


1 fall trouble you with andy one par- 
ticular more under this article; and 1 
mention it not only with regard to prac- 
tice, but to ſhow how apt the moſt ſen- 
fible of ſyſtematical writers are to run into 
a detail of circumſtances that may ſerve 
to dreſs up their method rather in an a- 
ann: ay om prog manner.” 


* Wan of the 2 of . EY 
mouth, he ſays, ſome of them are uſeleſs 
and painful, and ought to be unmediately 
ſuppreſs d and heal'd; others are 
| cularly uſeful, and ought to be enco 

ating the n. Nee of the falivation, 


7, 


125 


* 20 HF: I 
Theſe directions are very N in 


. and what N man ee, he 
to la ir 


8 85 5 WF : 
< L * * * 
* 


The fans, e rad be as = 
defirable | in the management of the 
ſmall- -pox,. p T he eruptions about the lips, 
noſtrils, and eye- laſhes, may be painful and 
troubleſome, and therefore one would 

wiſh to get rid of them. But as in the. 
latter inſtance it would be either not 
practicable, or at leaſt unſaſe, ſo in the 

| former it is full as impracticable, and if 

ll free from danger might at leaſt be liable. 
to great inconveniences. The method of 
doing this he informs you is, by touching - 
the ulcers with an arm'd probe dip'd in 
a ſtyptic or-reſtringent-mixture-quicken'd 

with ſpirit of vitriol, or by uſing ſpirit. of. 


vitriol alone, waſhing the ulcers aſterwards 


with ſomething more emollient. The 55 
eee nee by great deal, _— 


gel of che were parte, and the” 
mw of faliva ie interrupted, a ſyelling 
2» of 


. 211 | 
of: the whole face might enſue and d prove 
ny pts Aon pos} „ 

1 ſhall conclude what I have to oer on 
venereal complaints, by explaining. ſome 
difingenuous proceedings i in the manage 
ment of theſe diſorders: a ſubje&t I-muſt 
acknowledge not very agreable in its own 


nature, nor very encouraging to enter upon 


from the ſucceſs which uſually attends it; 
for whilſt credulity affects the minds of 
ſome, and unreaſonable apprehenſions poſ- 
feſs the imaginations of others, there will 
never be wanting artiſice to impoſe upon 
the weakneſs of the former, nor knavery 
to o avail wann of the fears of a e 


There is hardly any diſeaſe which Fi 
niſhes ſuch frequent opportunities for im- 
poſition as the venereal diſeaſe: not onl; 
becauſe diſorders of this kind being kept 
private, male practices are leſs liable to be 

expoſed than in other caſes, nor that the 
>; ha of the patient readily re- 
ö o ;*ͤð;*ÿT 8 


* 


J 
ceive the impreſſions of ſuch 8 : 
but it happens too that the very re 


1 
R * & 


for the diſtemper is favourable to n 
| PAs eee e eee & 


This ll. appear — from. confi. 

| dering the different effects of mercury in 

- the common ule of i it. Thus for inſtance 
when the ſituation of the patient's affairs 
make a falivation or even a confineme 
impracticable, we find, if the mercury 
acts kindly in the conſtitution, venereal 

. ſymptoms of a bad appearance are ſome- 
times cured without much attention „ 
common rules: When a m con- 


* finement is complied with, or particular 
care is taken to avoid catching cold, ſuc- 


© ceſs is ſtill more to be expected; and if 
the courſe is purſued till the mouth is 

made tender without bringing on a regular 

25 —— the e en . well as 


» 4 ©. 


be greater and more to . el on. 
Vun when n a falivation dr intended, 


* 
* 


11 | 
We very often find ihat the mercury; ig» 
dend of affeRing the mouth, either gs 


ſions no viſible alteration in any of the 
tion on the kidneys, .. bowels, or ſkin, 
increaſing the quantity of urine, ſtools, 
or perſpiration, Upon theſe occurrences 
- in the common. uſe of this medicine have 
been founded the various ſchemes of em- 
ploying mercury in ſuch a manner, that 
it ſhould anſwer the purpoſes. of cure 
| wines the | wenne of a anden 


W thisview be ractitioners 

acuations and bathing, uſed the mercury 
in - ſeal quantities and at conſiderable 
diſtances of time, till they had employ'd. 


as much or rather more of the medicine 


than is uſually neceſſary to raiſe a falivas, 
tion; As this circulated and n _ 
its ſperie property, it as 1 8 
veuneal ys and * doing it in N 
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| gradual” way, it would not” 88 Jo 


# 
# 


"a I 


ion any 


_ diſturbance in the conſtitution, nor affect 


the mouth, as it generally does when uſed , 
in a more haſty manner. There was the 
more teaſon to hope for ſuch an event, 


from conſidering that the ſalivation or 
ſpitting was not in itſelf of ſervice to 


deſtroy or carry off the venereal poiſon, 
ſince the mercury uſed without certain 


precautions would produce that effect in 


a perſon of the moſt perfect health equally 


with one of the moſt diſeaſed conſtitution, 


In reality this method would ſometimes 
ſucces Very weil, bot Was initefi* ore 
frequently liable to the following ob- 
jections. In ſome inſtances the ſymptoms 


| difappear'd only, without being abſolutely 


cured; In others the ſymptoms would not 
even loſe their external appearance till a 
more effectual courſe was purſued: a 


ſalivation would often happen in other 


caſes, in ſpite of all endeavours to prevent 
it. e 15 


« 


From 
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Frém this want & fo icient t Wecelt in 
this way, other methods were attempted ; 
and it was hoped that a freer uſe of the 
mercury might be allowed without hazard 
- affecting the mouth, by determining 
the operation of the medicine to ſome of 
the common diſcharges of the body. A 
mongſt theſe, the evacuation by purging 
ſeems to be the principal. *T'was affert- 
ed that by the alternate uſe of mercury 
and purging, the blood might receive all 
the benefits of the medicine, and the poi- 
| ſon as well as the mercury would be car- 
Tied out of the body by the purging when 
the remedy had work'd its effect on the 
venereal Aeon. 


Cares were Minette made by this 
means, but many reaſons oppoſed : its be- 
coming a general method. As in the pre- 
ceding inſtance a falivation would ſome- 
times accidentally ſupervene or was abſo- 
lun neceſſary to remove the ſymptoms ; ; 


or”: 


[46] DE, 
or even if the complaints ſeemed to be 
cured, the diſeaſe was. oftentimes only 
withdrawn from view and not eradicated. 
| Befides theſe inconveniences, the Frequent 
purging which was thought neceſſary on 
| theſe occaſions, was as dilagreeable and 
troubleſome as a ſore mouth, and was in- 
finitely more prejudicial to many conſtitu- 
tions by impairing the ſtrength and weak⸗ 
ening the digeſtion: and if you add to 
theſe, that the moſt ſevere and excruciat- 
ing cholics were very common conſe- 
quences of ſuch a courſe, you will not 
yr that this method loſt its credit. 


Ober praQtitioners 8 that the 5 
| intention propoſed might be anſwered by 
| Increaſing the quantity of perſpiration or 
wine, Upon trial of theſe means it ap- 
peared, that ſome of the preceding ob- 
jections, as well as others peculiar to each 
of them, fruſtcated the efigns of their pa- 
trans, who by attempting to bring theſe 
different methods into univerſal practice, 
9 — 


1a 


N deprived, them in ſome meaſure! of that 


ſhare of merit which each in "Ny 


| caſes might have \poſerved, | 


11 chief e for the promo- 
tien of all theſe ſchemes was to remove 


the grand obje&tign againſt the uſe of 
mercury, its affecting the mouth; a cir- 


* oumſtance ſo defirable, that no wonder it 
was ſought after by the praQitioner and 
| encouraged by the patient: nor is it ſur- 


riſing that, for a certain time, ſpeculative 


men of little experience and the artful 


adopters of novelties ſhould-find plauſible 


reaſons to ſupport the propriety .of their 
opinions. Numerous leſs likely ſchemes. 
have been formed for the cure of almoſt 


every diſeaſe. But when men boldly af 


ſert that in each of theſe inſtances the 


ſaſety and certainty of. the method might 


be depended upon, and chat the truth was 
confirmed by repeated experience; what 
ſhall we oy when the facts appar gene- 
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imagination? to their partiality for a fa- 
vourite opinion? or may we not venture 


to think that ſelf-intereſt had ſometimes a 
prevailing influence? There is the more 


reaſon to admit now and then of the latter 


conſtruction, as theſe ttences are always 


accompany' d with the moſt inviting aſ- 
furances of the convenience and pleaſant- 
neſs of the method, and an exemption 


from the difagreeable circu mſtances which 
2 32888 wor: wiſh to avoid, | 


The i power 4 6 Mer in 
ſubduing the malignity of the venereal 
diſeaſe, will frequently procure ſucceſs in 
whatever form this medicine is admini- 
ſtered. The leaſt valuable of its prepara- 
tions will now and then appear to do won- 


ders to thoſe who are unacquainted with 
its uſual effects, and will very likely gain a 


temporary credit where it is managed 
with addreſs. Hence partly aroſe the 1 re- 
putation which, at different times, was 
beſtowed 


moſt of 


orelſe that the common 


En: r 29 hk 
| beſtowed on ſeveral noftrums of this kind. 
It appeared, however, afterwards, that 
were either . ſome of the, 


common. pre parations diſguiſed, and had. 
only the additional merit; of being ſecrets; 


mixed with ſome other ee with a F 
view of determining. the operation. of the, 
pon ens: te worth tare of che 


4 1. 
* 


* jenny [29 pen 1g ws enumeraie al 
the compoſitions which have been-boaſt-+ 
ed of by.quacks, or careleſly recommend-. Da 
ed by thoſe -who ought to have been more 
cautious in Their encomiums. Tis fiffi- 
cient to obſerve of the once ſecret compo· 
ſitions, that as moſt of them became pub- 
lickly known they loſt their credit with 
their ſecrecy.;. and that thoſe which con- 


prietots would not allow. were diſcovered,, 


are now ſcarce ever in, uſe or otherwiſe 


Hou of f in chain of Advertiſements; 2 8 
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5 it 18 ene the e 
of mercury ate confined by men of expe- 
tende and candour to a very ſmall num- 
Moſt of the chemical preparations 


ber. 
(except the mercurius calcinatns) differ in 
little elſe than in their milder or roogher 
effects on the ſtomach and bowels, ac- 


cording *to the different cornbinations of 
the acid with the quickſilver, without re- 
ceiving any confiderable alteration in the 


ſpecific property of the mercury; and 
thoſe compoſitions which 2. vy gentler 


eviſhed wk are to 0 be chiefly re- 
garded as different methods only of di- 


viding the particles of crude quickfilver, 
and Ry _—_ in _ ny eſſential, 
r 
"AST hives hitherto ee to ex- 
poſe ſuch pretences in- the management 
of venereal complaints as appeared to be 
founded upon a deſign of impoſition, I 
eahnot intirely omit ont which has had 

2 ies 


/ 


10 3¹ 
its ſhare of tredit atwiight theſe phyties 
deceptions. The method of cure by diet- 
drinks has been as much extoll'd by forme 
as the private compoſitions of pals, Ve 
| Hye eng ot 3 | PIO 


. 


5 euer diet⸗dritiks Was obet in ve 
pute amongſt the 'genetality of practi- 
| fioners. We find in the hiſtory of the 
different methods of cure which have 
prevail'd in different ages, that the firſt aſs 
of metcuty was very unſucceſsful; hot 
from the real y of the mediehie; 
but from the extreme bad management ei 
it. The unhappy or Ntal conſequences 
which enſued, made the remedy look'd 
upon Uh bad as the diſeaſe, In 
this dilemina other means were fought 
after. The chief ſubſtitutes for mercury 

were. diet-drinks or decoctions of guaia- 
cum, china root or ſarfaparilla, which 


were given in very large quantities a con- 
N time. The art ef theſe "was 


highly 


122]. 
kighlyextoll'd, but loſt 10 
place to the china root. 
underwent the ſame bur, and, was. Ge- 
| ceeded by the | | 
recommended likewiſe Br complaints re re- 2 
maining after a courſe of merourials; and 
the ſame is now. in credit for, theſe. latter - 
or ſecondary ſymptoms... But whatever 
good effects theſe compoſitions may have 
in the removal of ;ſome diſorders remains, 
ing after a ſalivation or a courſe f mercu- 7 
rials, we find, if they are given in ſuch, 
recent caſes as admit no: doubt of be- 
ing venereal, that they do not diſcover; 
any ſpeciſio power in deſtroying the in- 
Een. This muſt have appear d very, 
plainly in the early practice of this diſeaſe, 
for the ſpeciſfic property of theſe medicines, 
vou may conclude, muſt be very incon- 
ſiderable, ſince after, a diligent and plen 
tiful uſe of them, practitioners were again, 
obliged to have recourſe to theit former, 


remedy, meg. however eee ; 


nſtead of uſing. the mercury who he 
improdence as before, they adminiſter d 
it with greater caution; and the more 


n Approvements 3 in the management 
cine have not 


© &# 7 


of this moſt valuable . medic 
2 fix'd the character of its efficacy, but 
veniences that for- 
{ it comparatively i in- 


Ry | * Diet- drinks are therefore 
very 3 given now unleſs on account 
of ſome complaints which affect the pa- 
tient after a courſe of mercurials; or they 
e 2 ſometimes where the cauſe of 
mptoms is judged to be doubtful, Of 
he diſorders which either remain or ſoon 
Ait a ſalivation, thoſe which moſt 
frequently create uneaſy apprehenſions 
are flight pains in different parts of the 
body, andi eruptions or unuſual appeat- 
apces en the ſhin. When theſe. proceed 
| nel the; venereal ot Bey 
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Wo It will be found however that che com- 
= mon objects of fear upon theſe 0 
Seen 80 away of themielves, When uh 
4 Aredgrh of the patient is reſtored, and'the | 
[ N Ki natural ſectetions ate become regular. 
= This indeed is not always che eaſe i they 
may, as was before obſerved, be palſibly 
owing to ſome flight remains of the ve. 
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may often be juſtly attributed to other 
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"ticular caſes; but this can never Juſtify ? 


ſtrums of this ſort. Theſe people either 
being unable to diſtinguiſh one diſeaſe | 
from another, or, what'is more common, 
availing themſelves" of the fears and ap- 
Eben fions of tlie patient, pretend hat 
their diet-drinks have ' peculiar powe! rl 
deſtroying the venereal” nſon, and are fot 
leſs ſerviceable in many other 
This extenſive uſe of their medic nes is 
artfully enough afumed, 4b in ſome of 
theſe caſes the patients have doubts 
whether: 2 ſcorbutic, ſcro phulou 8, or ve 
nereal taint predominates.” In reality we 
find by multiplied experience, that theſe | 
Pretences, like numerous others of the ſame 
ſtamf p, are founded upon deceit, and are 
_ on with h evident marks of mw 
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of the compoſition, and mer 
cury, as before obſerved , will oſten prove 
ful in Whatever form it. is adminj- 
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